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Millie and Christine McKoy, undated, Charles Eisenmann, New York [Public domain] 

 
 

Millie and Christine (the “Carolina Twins”) were born on a farm in Columbus County, North Carolina 

on 11 July 1851 to Jacob and Monemia McKoy, who were slaves. The twins were conjoined at the lower 

spine and stood at an approximately 90-degree angle to each other. 

 

At 10 months old, they were sold into the entertainment business, by blacksmith Jabez McKay who 

owned their parents. Through a convoluted series of business deals and cons, the twins were bartered and 

exhibited at various fairs and freak shows around America and Canada before ending up in Britain.  

 

In 1857, Millie and Christine were rescued by an American businessman backer who held their ownership 

through a promissory note. He traveled to Britain along with their mother, Monemia, to collect 

them. After that, Smith and his wife provided the twins with an education and taught them to speak five 

languages, dance, play music, and sing. 

Millie and Christine enjoyed a successful career as “The Two-Headed Nightingale”, performing song and 

dance around the world. The twins’ motto was ‘As God decreed, we agreed.’ They 

were celebrities  and even appeared with the Barnum Circus. To overcome their mobility issues, which 

caused them to fall over, they developed a sideways walk that turned into a crowd-pleasing dance style. 

They were able to master keyboard duets with one soprano and one alto voice and learned to harmonize.  

On 1 January 1863, Millie and Christine were freed as slaves when the Emancipation Proclamation was 

passed. 

In their 30s, the twins moved back to the farm where they were born, which their father had bought and 

left for them. 

On 8 October 1912, Millie and Christine died at age 61 of tuberculosis. Christine died 12 hours after her 

sister. They were buried in unmarked graves but in 1969 they were moved to a cemetery in Whiteville. 

Written by Amy Zamarripa Solis, author, artist and producer. 

https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/discover/category/exhibitions/100-first-women-portraits-2020/
https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/discover/category/100-pioneering-women-of-sussex/
https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/discover/category/authors/guest-author/amy-zamarripa-solis/
https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/discover/category/blog/
https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/discover/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/03/3686A4B0-4879-46F4-916F-D667CD2EDBDB.jpeg
https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/discover/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/03/511DD5D5-1E13-49A7-8A7C-4D41CADC0DAE.jpeg

